MINISTER’S PASTORAL LETTER

Dear Friends,

You will probably have heard that the spring and early summer is going to be different for me from the usual routine.  I shall be away for three months.  Every Methodist minister is obliged to take 3 months sabbatical, after the first ten years and every seven years thereafter.  The idea of a sustained recreational period, once in every seven days or years goes back a long way, as far back as the writing of the book of Genesis.  In chapter 1 “God rested on the seventh”.  We all benefit from not working seven days a week, and from occasional one or two weeks’ holiday.

A sustained period, free from normal duties, is at the same time a great privilege and a great challenge.  It may sound like a very attractive idea, but it takes a lot of planning, both arranging cover for the absence and in what to do for the time away.  We are required to submit a programme and have it approved.

The origin of the word ‘holiday’ is that it should be a holy time: a time to ponder deep thoughts, a time to step back and get a different perspective on things, a time to pray, a time to read, as well as a time to remember that I have a family and catch up with personal life.

One of the biggest challenges is to make plans for 3 periods of time: to get as much done as possible before the sabbatical, plan for everything as far as possible that will be happening during the 3 months when I shall not be here, and to plan what will be most important when I get back.  

There is always somebody, and usually several people, who remind me that I am not indispensable, and everything will continue without me.  Most ministers get so bound up in their work that they think everything will grind to a halt without them.  I know it’s not true, but it doesn’t stop me thinking it.

Jesus is, for Christian people, the great example of what a human life can be.  And there were times when he went off on his own, to pray, and the disciples had to go looking for him. I wonder how Jesus felt at the time leading up to his arrest, trial and crucifixion.  How would the disciples get on without him?  Could they manage his message of the immense love of God and the closeness of the kingdom of God without him?  To go through with it all was not only a great personal test for a human being, but also a great risk to what his whole life was about. The result is, of course, a Christian Church of many millions of people, also committed to share the knowledge of the immense love of God and to live the life of his kingdom.

Jesus promised the gift of the Holy Spirit after he was gone.  I cannot promise any such thing, simply to ask that you don’t forget what I look like, and to say that I expect to be back in July.  I am grateful to everyone who has encouraged me by taking on extra things, and by assuring me that I am not indispensable. 

May God bless, encourage and strengthen you through this Spring season.

Ray Hinch

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Through the last three months of inclement weather, a number of our members and friends have regretfully again been experiencing bad health and in some cases have been hospitalised.  Our prayers and best wishes go to Joan Ackroyd, Muriel Corner, Marjorie Dunnington, Margaret Diss,

Allan Dyer, Benn and Dorothy Hogan, Marie Joyce, Christine Kilburn, Eileen Meadmore, Arthur Nichols, Shirley Talaga, Andrea Wagstaff, and Eileen Woodhead.

We were saddened by the passing of Brian Kershaw, who had been a prominent member of our village, with his butchers shop.  He and his late wife Christine had served our community well over a number of years with their businesses.  We extend our condolences to their family.
On a brighter note, it was pleasing to welcome Annette and Karl and their family and friends, for the Christening of their son, Lewis Robert Pickard, during morning worship on January 20th.  There was a full chapel for this special service led by Rev. Ray.  We extend our prayers and best wishes to Lewis and his parents as we welcome them into our Church Family.

Mary (Shaw) has had her membership transferred to Scholes and she was welcomed as a Church member during the Mothering Sunday morning worship.

We have heard that the Summerlins (Joan Newsome’s daughter) have recently moved from Louth to Lincoln.  We extend our best wishes to Anne, Kim and family in their new abode.                                                                                     Keith

LOOKING BACK

TOY SERVICE and CHRISTINGLE

On the morning of December 2nd we welcomed David Laycock to take our Toy Service.  His wife Jenny shared in the worship, reading the lessons.  The theme of the service was “LIGHT” and David had many illustrations to convey his message.

Carole Cressey from Families Forward was there to accept the gifts of toys.  She put us all to shame by asking if we remembered last year’s service and the message it gave.  No-one did, but Carole had remembered in detail and as she went on to remind us, one by one the congregation could be heard saying, “Oh yes I remember now”!!!!  She said that if she comes back next year she’ll test us again!

Lots of toys were donated by the congregation, to be passed on to needy families, by Families Forward.

At 4 p.m. the same day we were invited to join St Phillip’s for the Christingle Service.  A packed Church saw the children circle the Church with their lit Christingles and when the church lights were put out it was a lovely moment to be enfolded in that circle of light.

An extra feature of the service this year was the presence of the Primary School choir who sang “Come see the beauty of the King”.  After the service everyone enjoyed the plentiful refreshments. 





                                                                Ann A

LADIES FELLOWSHIP CAROL SERVICE

The Ladies Fellowship Christmas Carol Service, was held on Thursday afternoon 20th December and was very well attended by the Ladies and friends.

A delightful service was prepared and led by Rev. Ray with members of the fellowship taking part with some of the readings.  Malcolm at the organ led the carol singing.  A collection taken of £95 for Martin House Children’s Hospice was received, and with two donations totalling £15, we were able to hand over a cheque for £110.  A light tea after the service, was served in the schoolroom.

Following on from the Ladies Fellowship Carol Service, at their first meeting of the New Year, a representative of Martin House, Stuart Andrew their Fund Raising Manager, came to speak about the work and caring for the young people in a loving homely environment.  He also spoke about the range of services provided both at the hospice and in the family home in providing respite care, symptom control, emergency support, terminal care and bereavement support, by a very dedicated staff.  For all this level of care the hospice needs to raise £3.7 million this year.  At this meeting a further £22 was collected and added together with the earlier donation made a total of £132.00. (A small drop in the ocean but very gratefully accepted in a lovely acknowledgement letter from the hospice).

                                                                                         Meg and Malcolm

CAROL SERVICE

The annual Carols by Candlelight, was again one of the highlights of our Christmas celebrations.  This year’s service had been planned and was led by Rev. Ray.  

The lighting of the advent candles and relative readings were performed by Lesley Brett and Margaret Neale and other members of our congregation read poems, as well as some of the traditional scripture readings.  Our small, but enthusiastic choir ably led by Ann A, contributed some lovely musical items and also led the enjoyable singing of well loved carols.  The organ and piano accompaniment was efficiently shared by Malcolm and Meg.

Thanks to the flower committee, who had once again decorated the chapel in a festive and most pleasing way.  Following the service over fifty members and friends continued fellowship during a very appetising tea for which thanks are due to Ruth, Betty and Anne R for organising and serving and to those who contributed goodies.

All in all, a time of praise, and fellowship, remembering the true meaning of the season and the greatest gift of all.

                                                                                                        Keith

*******

No road is long with good company

CRIB SERVICE

There was a pleasing attendance at the Christmas Eve Crib Service, with a good number of children and young people.  The service was arranged and led by Hazel, who ensured a lot of participation from the congregation, particularly the younger ones, as the Christmas story unfolded.  Once again, thanks to Malcolm and Meg for providing organ and piano accompaniment.  A real time of family worship as we remembered the coming of the Christ child.

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION

Later the traditional Christmas Communion was celebrated, led by

Rev. Ray.  A very moving service in a wonderful atmosphere and as Christmas Eve moved into Christmas morning, we could at last sing

‘Yea, Lord we greet Thee’ which we did with gusto.

                                                                                                          Keith  

’ELF AND SAFETY NOTICE

INFECTION CONTROL ORDER ON THE OCCASIONS OF CELEBRATING COMMUNION

It is imperative that all communicants take the necessary precautions to prevent the spread of communicable disease.

Before taking part in the act of communion, especially before sharing the peace and the offertory of the bread and wine, everyone taking part should ensure that they have washed their hands thoroughly and disinfected them properly with a proprietary antiseptic (such as used in hospitals) before shaking another persons hand and all persons should also ensure their mouth is clean and their breath fresh with a suitable mouth wash before any kissing takes place.

GOSSIP

There is so much good in the worst of us,

And so much bad in the best of us,

That it hardly behoves any of us

To talk about the rest of us.

Contributed by Jean Mason

COVENANT SERVICE

As is now customary, our annual Covenant Service in January, was united, with our friends from St Philip’s sharing this special service with us.  We were privileged to have the Chair of the District – Rev. Liz Smith to lead this important service of affirmation and renewal.  Rev. Brunel read from the scripture and led prayers.  An uplifting service and all the better for being shared with our Anglican friends, as were the refreshments afterwards.

                                                                                                       Keith

BEETLE DRIVE

A very successful ‘BAG BEETLE’ was held on a Friday evening in February.  There were eight tables, with quite a number of youngsters through to some of our more senior friends.  It was great to have the young and old mixing and enjoying themselves together.  The evening also included a pie and pea supper followed by home made biscuits.  Thanks to Ruth R for preparing and organising the catering and everyone who helped in any way.  If anyone doesn’t know what ‘BAG’ Beetle is, you will have to come to the next one to find out, but tickets are likely to be at a premium.

SONGS OF PRAISE

Another very enjoyable and well supported Songs of Praise was held on Sunday morning 17th February.  On this occasion it had been planned and was led by Hazel.  The eight well loved hymns were interspersed with readings, prayers and reflections.  Margaret T read one of the lessons and there was an amusing sketch based on Abraham and Sarah, which was admirably performed by Lesley B and Doug.  It was a busy morning for Lesley as she was also the organist supported by Ann on the piano.  Thanks Hazel for another service of praise, giving us a much needed lift at this time of year.

The afternoon communion service, led by Rev. Ray, was also well attended and followed by fellowship over our monthly tea, for which we thank the organisers and bakers.  All in all, a most enjoyable day.

                                                                                                          Keith

CIRCUIT SERVICE

The  February Circuit service at Christ Church, Halton was originally  planned to be taken by Rev. Bev Hollings on the Circuit’s Mission Statement.  Unfortunately she was unwell and unable to be with us.  However, the service went ahead, ably led by Rev. Ray, supported by

the circuit staff and officers.  Ray gave us much to think about as we looked at the various aspects of the statement.

                                                                                                        Ann A

MOTHERING SUNDAY

The morning family service was taken by Rev. Ray, when the theme was ‘Hands’  The Junior Church presented everyone with home made biscuits and also provided refreshments afterwards.  Thanks to them.

SPRING CONCERT

The concert held on Friday evening March 14th, by ‘MIXED VOICES’, was well supported and from many reports was thoroughly enjoyed.  It was also a financial success realising £167 for Chapel funds.  Thanks to all who helped and attended.                                                   

                                                                                                        Keith    

CHURCHES TOGETHER CHARITY COFFEE MORNINGS

The six Coffee Mornings run by the Churches Together in Scholes, on behalf of the three hospices – St Gemma’s, Wheatfields and Martin House raised a total of £678, a very creditable performance.  A cheque for £226 has been sent to each of the hospices, along with our best wishes for their future work in support of the communities across Leeds.  All three have subsequently sent letters of appreciation.

The next three Charity Coffee Morning (5th APRIL/ 3rd MAY/7th JUNE) will be for NCH (National Children’s Home) and we look forward to your continued support.

                                                                          Lesley, Yvonne and Wendy

WHEATFIELDS

Thanks to all who bought this year’s Wheatfields Calenders, enabling us to send them £423.  This support is much appreciated.

                                                                                                        Wynne

MISSIONS

MISSIONS WEEKEND - 8th and 9th MARCH 

The Richmond Hill Methodist Circuit, once again says a big

“Thank You” to its Circuit Mission Committee, who have yet again organised a superb weekend, which has brought to the forefront of our minds the work of Methodist Missions across the World.

Well over 100 members and friends from our Circuit Churches gathered together at Christ Church on Saturday evening to be entertained in music and dance by a choir, dancers and soloists comprising of people from our own Churches who had been rehearsing regularly over the past weeks, under the guidance of Anna Lomax.  Their performance of “Let My People Go” was both entertaining and inspiring as they took us on a musical journey through Bible times to the present day.  Each item reminded us of the fact that wherever there are people in need there are Christian disciples spreading the work and word of Christ to all who will listen and providing essential needs to the ill, the hungry and the oppressed all across our World.

The evening ended with a DVD highlighting the work of the Methodist Church for World Mission and a collection realised the magnificent sum of £685.90 for this worthwhile work.







                 Pam and John Botterill

CIRCUIT SERVICE (MISSION) at CROSSGATES

Concordia prepared us for worship by leading us in some well known hymns such as “We are marching” and ‘Come now is the time for Worship’.  The Bible reading was taken from John 10 (1-16) The shepherd and His flock.  We were blessed to have Rev. Keith Hunt as our guest preacher.  Keith’s theme was of his 3 week visit to India with Margaret Webb.  He talked of his experiences and also showed film of what they had seen.  We saw busy street scenes, lots of traffic, including an Indian lady wearing a sari, holding a baby and sitting side saddle on a motor bike!!!!  Quite a number of beggars were in evidence.  We also saw domestic life – women doing their laundry in the river, people sifting rice before cooking on primitive stoves.

Keith had taken film of the women in the tea plantations, of people making bricks by hand then being sun-baked and film of many other situations illustrating very well, life in that part of India.

His prime interest was in the work of the Rev. Chandru Hoolgeri.

Rev. Hoolgeri worshipped in Keith’s church in Headingley while he was studying at the University.  They became good friends, hence Keith’s subsequent visits to India and his support of the work that Rev Hoolgri is involved in, such as providing orphanages and education for the children.  Organising transport from the remote villages to meetings where the villagers learn about improved methods of agriculture and also about their “rights” (in particular the women) and many other issues.

Keith stated that he was very encouraged by the financial support he received from various sources which enabled this work to continue.

We pray that the work of Rev. Chandru Hoolgeri may flourish so that the lives of so many people may be enriched.

                                                                                                    Anne R.

WORLD MISSIONS

Thanks to everyone who have support World Missions through prayer and finance.  Below are just some of the projects and schemes which benefit from your generosity.

Nationals in Mission Appointments - These appointments support local people working on projects in their own countries.

World Church Partnership – Brings overseas Ministers to serve in this country – the aim to enrich the life and faith of British Churches.

Funding of Training and Leadership Courses

Special Projects

Grants for Relief Work needed as a result of major disasters

e.g.   China – Typhoon Saomi                                   £5,000

         North India/Pakistan – Major Flooding           £5,000   

         Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria Flooding                £5,000 

********

         Touch of Hope Project – Croatia                      £6,200

This project aims to motivate and enpower those wounded by the war and help to re-build communities.


Aids/HIV Programme – Upper Myanmar       £1,500

There are many, many more projects supported by such grants.

To quote Pastor Wanderley Barbosa Lopes – Brazil

“What you are doing with us is used by God to transform lives and it is making a great difference to all of us”

                                                                                                 Anne R.

HOME MISSIONS

For the half year ended February, our H.M. box holders contributed £191.52, very similar to the first half last year.  Thanks to box holders for their efforts.  We hope to maintain or perhaps improve on last year’s result for the year.  If anyone who hasn’t got a box, would like one, I shall be pleased to provide.                                                 Thanks Wendy.

*******

SUNDAY TEAS

The Sunday teas on the third Sundays following the 4 o’clock services, have continued through the winter months, providing additional fellowship and enjoyment.  Thanks to those who organise them and provide the home baking.  It is hoped they will continue again later in the year.

*******

The ideal husband is one who washes up when asked

and dries up when told.

*******

THE IRONY OF THE  PRESS

For the last 2 weeks the Daily Mail has been running a campaign to stop us using plastic bags.  You can imagine our surprise when on opening the weekend papers we found that they had put all their supplements into, yes you’ve guessed it, a plastic bag!!!!

                                                                                             Contributed by Mary Shaw

ONE SOLITARY LIFE

Here is a young man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a

peasant woman.  He worked in a carpenter’s shop until he was thirty and then for three years he was an itinerant preacher.  He never wrote a book.  He never had a family, he did none of those things we normally associate with greatness.  He had no credentials but himself.

While he was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against him.  His friends ran away.  He was turned over to his enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.  While he was dying his executioners gambled for the only piece of property he had on earth, and that was his coat.  When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed tomb through the pity of a friend.

Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race, and the leader of the column of progress.  All the armies that have ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth as has that

ONE SOLITARY LIFE

*******

When you enter this Holy Place

 Don’t push

Don’t fuss

Don’t rush

But hush

The Saviour of the world is here.

*******

Before the service

Talk to God

During the service

Let God talk to you

After the service

Talk to everyone

LOOKING FORWARD

CHAPEL DIARY DATES AT A GLANCE

APRIL


 5th 

Charity Coffee Morning    10.00 -12.00


 6th 
          Circuit Service at Christ Church


12th 

Away Day at Norwood


15th 

Vision Meeting  7.30 p.m.


20th 

Thanksgiving Service and Tea  4.00 p.m.

MAY
  


 3rd

Charity Coffee Morning   10.00 – 12.00  


11th 

Joint Pentecostal Service at St Philip’s   10.00 a.m.


17th 

Anniversary Concert   7.15 p.m.


18th 

Anniversary Services  10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.

JUNE

  


 7th

Charity Coffee Morning   10.00 – 12.00


 8th 

Circuit Service at Crossgates   6.00 p.m.




22nd 

Picnic Praise 4.00 p.m.

JULY


 5th 

Charity Coffee Morning   10.00 – 12.00 


10th

Mission Market Stall


12th

Summer Garden Party   2.00 – 4.00


14th

Worship Meeting   7.30 p.m.

20th 

Circuit Service at Gipton   6.00 p.m.

AUGUST


 2nd 

Charity Coffee Morning    10.00 – 12.00

LADIES FELLOWSHIP

Meets at 2.30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month



3 April
Rev. DAWN COLLEY

17 April
OURSELVES

 1 
May
Mrs SHIRLEY TALAGA

15
May
Mrs HAZEL FEATHERSTONE

 5
June
MALCOLM & FRIENDS

19
June
Mr DOUG KILBURN

 3  July
OURSELVES

17
July
Mr. GRENVILLE JENSON


August
NO MEETINGS

 4
September
Rev. RAY HINCH

INVITATION

The Ladies Fellowship invite you to come and join us at our meetings on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month at 2.30 p.m.

We are a small, friendly and happy group of Methodists and Anglicans.  We have various interesting speakers and sometimes entertain ‘Ourselves’ (which seems to be a popular favourite).

Do give us a try we would love to see you.                        

                                                                                                       Ann

*******
Not all men are fools, some are bachelors

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP

Meets at 7.30 p.m. on 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month

10th 
April
ROWENA – ST GEORGES CRYPT



Chairperson:  Dorothy Chatterton



Hostess:  Ruth Roberts

 8th 
May
HAZEL FEATHERSTONE



Chairperson:  Wynne Lowther



Hostess:  Joan Ackroyd


22nd 
May
OURSELVES – “LOOKING BACK”



Chairperson:  Ray Buttress



Hostess:  Dorothy Chatterton


June
PLANNING AHEAD – Date TBA



Chairperson:  Dorothy



Hostess:  Margaret Neale


June
OUTING – Date TBA

                                                                                                       Dorothy

CHURCH MEETINGS

WORSHIP MEETING
-       
meet on MONDAY 14th JULY  7.30p.m.  

CIRCUIT SERVICES

 6th 
APRIL
6.00 p.m.
at Christ Church




Easter Offering Dedication

18th  
MAY
6.00 p.m.
at Scholes




Rev. Bob Kitching

 8th
JUNE
6.00 p.m.
at Cross Gates




Methodist Homes Sunday





Rev. Albert Jewell

20th
JULY
6.00 p.m.
at Gipton





Rev. Ray on his sabbatical.

RAY ON SABBATICAL – extract from the Circuit Plan

We offer our good wishes to Ray and Ruth, as Ray takes his overdue Sabbatical in April to June of this year.  Amongst other things they will be travelling to the Rockies, starting to think about retirement plans and Ray will be deepening his own Spiritual pilgrimage through walking and thinking.  We wish them well.  

Ray will be away from 1st April to 30th June.

During this time. his duties will be covered by Rev Robert Creamer,

Rev Trevor Bates and Mr Grenville Jensen.  If you need to contact a minister, Scholes can call:

          Rev Robert Creamer for church matters



Mr Grenville Jensen for pastoral concerns 

Ray will be doing a lot of walking in the Dales, around Leeds and by the Yorkshire coast, collecting stories about the migration of jobs from sheep farming in the Dales, to the industry in the city, and the need for leisure at the coast, and the effect of all this on the spirituality of the people.  He will also be reading in ‘quantum theology’, taking a holiday in Canada, and doing some house hunting in preparation for retirement.

If anyone would like to join him walking for a day or two, he would appreciate the company (about 5-10 miles per day, not too strenuous).

*******
HOME COMMUNION

If Pastoral Visitors are aware of anyone who should be visited at home   or requesting Holy Communion at home,   would they please contact

Rev Ray, or Grenville Jensen during Ray’s sabbatical.

*******

“THANK YOU”

We very much appreciate the gifts and talents that many of our friends use doing God’s work in our Church.  Some are more evident that others. One duty which requires organization and dedication is the co-ordination and typing up of the weekly notices.  So THANK YOU MARGARET for your work.  Thanks also to the photocopiers. 

                                                                                                     Anne R

FEELINGS



I  felt sad when Jesus died



I  felt happy when Jesus rose from the dead



I  felt angry when the crowd teased Jesus on the cross




I  felt surprised when Jesus didn’t save himself



I  felt scared when there was an earthquake



I  felt worried when Jesus told us he was going to die



I  felt guilty when I betrayed Jesus



I  felt alarmed when Jesus’s body was gone



I  felt confused when people said “CRUCIFY JESUS”!



I  felt ashamed when I didn’t release Jesus




I  felt disappointed at the crowd of people who teased Jesus



I  felt pity for Jesus

I  FEEL JOYFUL AT EASTER

Contributed by Mike and Eileen Meadmore.

Written by Amy Meadmore (Aged 9)

AWAY DAY

As outlined in the last Newsletter, our ‘AWAY DAY’ has been arranged for SATURDAY APRIL 12th.  The venue is the beautifully located Norwood Retreat Centre, the other side of Otley, overlooking Lindley Wood reservoir.  The day, for which the theme will be ‘Refresh and Renew’ will run from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  We look forward to an interesting and enlightening day.

*******

THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Arrangements are now well in hand for this United Service of Thanksgiving on SUNDAY, APRIL 20th.  The service will commence at 4.00 p.m. and will be followed by tea.  A warm welcome is extended to share in this special time of fellowship. 

LINEHAM  FARM SUPPORT GROUP

Our next Coffee Morning is on Saturday April 12th to be held in the Manor House from 10.00 a.m. to 12noon.  Cakes,  books, plants,

bric-a-brac stalls, raffle and Tombola.   Coffee and Biscuits  £1.

Scholes support group has donated £980.67p for the year 2007.  Thank you all for your support. 

                                                                                                      Lilla

SCHOLES IN BLOOM

Spring judging will be between 25th March and 18th April while Summer judging will be between 7th July and 1st August.  No definite dates at the moment.

                                                                                                       Lilla

*******

COMPENSATION

Weather not so good and yet, and yet

daffodils shine through all the wet.

The air is damp and tells of cloudy gloom,

but hyacinths still bloom and bloom.

Rain falls, a never ending flood

and still the tulips flower above the mud.

Winds may howl as often as they please,

but jonquils turn their heads to catch the breeze.

Nature playing havoc – hides the sun,

but yellow crocuses have just begun.

Weather’s hopeless, grumble as you will,

the blackbird lifts a sunny yellow bill,

And when depression takes you by the hand

and leads you to a sunless, lonely land,

to break away seems striving but in vain.

Watch how the crocus shines through all the rain.

Contributed by Meg and Malcolm

ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

This year’s Anniversary will be celebrated during the weekend 

17th/18th MAY.  There will be a concert on the Saturday evening, with entertainment by a Concert Party from Huddersfield – ‘REFLECTIONS’ and we look forward to good support.  We are delighted that Rev. Bob Kitching, currently at South Molton, in Somerset and our former Circuit Superintendent, has accepted our invitation to lead or Anniversary Services on the Sunday.  We are looking forward to having Bob with us and renewing friendships.  We hope as many as possible will share in this special day.  There will be a tea at 4.30 p.m. before the 6 o’clock eveing worship.

SUMMER GARDEN PARTY

It is proposed that this will take place on the afternoon of SATURDAY JULY 12th.  Anne and Alan Rowley have kindly agreed for us to hold this event in their garden at 28 Rakehill Road, for which we are very grateful.  The intention is to incorporate a Strawberry Tea.  Full details nearer the time, but please book it in your diaries NOW.

THE HEIGHT OF RIDICULE

Harry wasn’t very tall,

Only five foot three,

An excellent example

Of embarrassment was he.

But when he saw the advert,

It cheered him up somehow

‘To be three inches taller,

Just send us ten pounds now.’

So Harry sent the tenner,

With hopes extremely high,

And patiently awaited

Their magical reply.

It arrived a fortnight later,

But upset him when he sees,

Two blocks of wood, three inches thick,

With instructions – ‘Stand on these’.

ECUMENICAL
PENTECOST
On the Saturday evening (May 10th) there will be a Pentecost Praise, including confirmations at St Philip’s commencing at 7.30 p.m.  On Sunday, May 11th, the usual united Pentecost service will take place at

St. Philip’s at 10.00 a.m.  This will be followed by a Pentecost Brunch in St. Philip’s Church Hall.  The menu will include everything from full English breakfast to jacket potatoes.  All profits will go to the Sudan Darfur Appeal. Everyone welcome.

FILMS

The films arranged by St. Philip’s during the Lent programme are to continue with a ‘U’ Certificate film for families on Saturday afternoon 17th May, at 2.00 p.m followed by a film night on Thursday evening

22nd May at 7.30 p.m.  These are in St. Philip’s church and details will be available later or phone Peter on 2640673.  The film season will continue on a monthly basis – watch for dates and details.

PICNIC PRAISE

Following suggestions at the last Ecumenical Open Meeting the Steering Committee have arranged a Picnic Praise for Sunday June 22nd.  It will be held in the grounds of St. Philip’s commencing at 4 o’clock with food, followed by an open air service at 5 o’clock.  We look forward to good support for this united event.

*******
An Airedale plumber was roused at night by the local doctor, who reported that there was a blockage in his toilet.  The plumber protested about the lateness of the hour, but the doctor was adamant that something should be done about it immediately.  The plumber arrived at the doctor’s house, and with the doctor looked at the blocked toilet.  Then the plumber remarked; “I’ll tell thee what; I’ll drop an Aspro down yon toilet, and if it’s no better in t’morning, give me another ring.”

THE RAMBLING CLUB

Once again we had a very enjoyable year in 2007.  We now have 60 members (not all of them active walkers).  Rambles varied in length and difficulty, attracting between 10 and 20 people each time.

Our two weekends away were very successful.  In May, 40 members travelled to Alnmouth for the early Bank Holiday Weekend, so we had three nights away which made quite a difference.  This is a wonderful area for walking and the weather was reasonably kind to us.  A few intrepid ‘pilgrims’ walked across the sands to and from, Holy Island, coming back in the teeth of a gale.

In October we paid a return visit to Larpool Hall at Whitby, one of our favourite places, where Ken and Eileen organised walks using the Eskdale Railway for transport.

The Annual Dinner was held at the Beehive Restaurant in Thorner and was voted a success.  This year we have booked at Scarthingwell Golf Club.

                                                                                    Margaret Holmes

RAMBLING CLUB DATES

Ramble Dates
Organiser                                            
Telephone

Sat    5th   April
Margaret & Geoff Holmes
273 5604

Sat   10th   May 
M. Holmes & D. Warburton      273 5604/273 5818

 
`
(WI Spring Ramble)

Sat   17th   May
Rosemary & Alan Germaine
273 5868

Sat   31st   May
Margaret Taylor & Betty Hutchinson       273 4283/


264 3735

Sat   14th 
June
Brian & Janet Hallas
260 9852

Sat   28th   June
Linda & David Jordon
273 6401

Sat   12th
July
John Lee
273 3241

Sat   26th 
July
Tony & Barbara Bartle
273 3577

Sat   16th
Aug
Ken Shutt & Eileen Harris
281 3853

Sat   30th 
Aug
Margaret Taylor & Roz Loach  273 4283/260 5073

Sat   13th   
Sept
Alan & Jo Hartley
273 5652

Sat   27th 
Sept   
Peter Taylor
273 4283
 utchinsonHhhhhH


WEEKENDS AWAY

25th  -  27th       April 2008              Derwent Water

10th  -  12th       October  2008         Malham

Requested but not confirmed

  1st  -    4th        May 2009              Alnmouth

*******
COLTON THURSDAYS ABOUT

Alternate Thursdays at 7.45 p.m.
 3rd
April
Yesterdays Humour



Mr John Wallis

17th
April
A Choral Miscellany



Colton Choir

 1st 
May
AGM and Faith Supper


*******

PRAYER FOR SPRING

Father, we thank you for the beauty of springtime.

For the soft air, blue skies and warm spring sunshine,

For trees bursting into leaf, and golden daffodils in parks and gardens,

For birds singing in blossoming trees and pale green tips on the fir trees,

For the challenge to remake our gardens and redecorate our homes,

And the satisfaction and pleasure we get from this work.

Father, for all these blessings we thank you. 

                                                                                                    Amen

GOD’S BALANCING ACT

God was bored and went missing for six days.  The Archangel Gabriel found him resting on the Sunday at about half past two.

“Wherever have you been?  We were worried and if we don’t get home soon, Yorkshire puddings ’ll be ruined.”

“I’ve been creating,” said God. “I’ve created this ‘ere planet Earth, and by gum, it’ll be a place of great balance.”

“What do you mean, balance?” said Gabriel.

And God explained.

“Well, sithee.  North America will be wealthy and South America will be poor.  Over there, I’ve placed a continent of white people, and over there a continent of black people.”

God talked of different countries.

“That’ll be reight hot and that’ll be covered in ice.”

Gabriel was impressed and pointed to an area in England.

“What’s that?” he said

“Ah,” said God.  “That’s a bit special.  That there is Yorkshire, the most glorious place on Earth.  There’ll be beautiful lakes, streams, rivers and hills, dales and moors.  There’ll be great music, architecture and sporting giants.  People from Yorkshire will be modest, intelligent and witty.  They’ll be sociable, hard-working and high achievers.”

“They’ll be known throughout t’world as diplomats and peace-makers.”

Gabriel gasped in admiration, thought a minute and said “But what about balance, God?  You said there will be balance.”

“Ah,” said God, nodding sagely.

“Sit thi down, an’ let me tell thi about Lancashire……..”

                                                             Contributed by John Cook (Huddersfield)

THE GOOD OLD DAYS

We met and we married a long time ago,

we worked long hours and the wages were low.

No telly, just wireless, no bathroom had we,

only a cold water tap – and a walk for a pee!

No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors,

no central heating, no need for locked doors.

Our children arrived, no pill in those days,

we managed to raise them without any state aids.

No valium, no drugs and no LSD;

we cured all our ills with a nice cup of tea.

When sick we were treated without delay,

not told to come back on some other day.

No vandals, no muggings – there was nothing to rob;

we felt quite rich with a couple of bob.

People were happier in those far off days,

kinder and caring in so many ways.

Milkmen and postmen would whistle and sing,

and a night at the flicks was a wonderful thing.

Oh, we had our share of troubles and strife,

but we faced them, by thinking – “Ah well, that’s life”

Now, as we sit and look back through the years,

we think not of the times of trouble and fears.

We remember our blessings, home and love,

we shared them together and for this we thank God.

*******

Once there was a man named Joe.  On the day he died he found

himself standing in front of the Pearly Gates.    St. Peter says 

“Joe, if you can answer one simple question, I’ll let you into heaven.”

“O.K.” says Joe, “Ask away.”

“Who is with you always, wherever you go?” asks St. Peter.

“That’s easy enough,” Joe responds, “the answer’s Andy.”

“Andy!” exclaims St. Peter, “Who the heck is Andy!”

“Haven’t you heard that hymn” Joe asks St. Peter.

“Which hymn?” St. Peter asks.

“Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me” replies Joe.

*******

17th Century Nun’s Prayer

Lord you know better than I know myself that I am getting older and will     some day be old.

Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.

Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs.

Make me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful but not bossy.

With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all, but You know Lord that I want a few friends at the end.

Keep my mind free from the recital of end less details, give me wings to get to the point.

Seal my lips on my aches and pains.  They are increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.

I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of others’ pains, but help me to endure them with patience.

I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessing cocksureness when by memory seems to clash with the memories of others.

Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint – some of them are so hard to live with – but a sour old person is one of the crowning works of the devil.

Give me the ability to see good in unexpected places, talents in unexpected people, and give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so.

                                                                                                Amen

*******
Our grateful thanks go to Lucille, who has recently retired after many years as our Church Council Secretary.

All the best to Jaqui, who has agreed to fill this important post in the future.

Congratulations and best wishes to Jean (Mason) who, as we go to press, celebrates her 70th birthday.

We have just heard that Rev. Brunel is to leave our parish next month,

to become Domestic Chaplain to the Archbishop of York, 

Dr. John Sentamu. Our very good wishes go with Brunel and his family when he takes up his new post.
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